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Compare / Contrast Composition Guidelines

Purpose: describe the similarities and differences in two or more items

Methods of Organization: subject-by-subject: merely a list of points: a certain number of points about one subject and then a certain number of points about another subject

-feature-by-feature: addresses one point of comparison at a time rather than one subject at a time 

Details: list details about the items and then determine which of the details are similarities and which are differences 

Important Features: topic sentence-  thesis statement  -transition words/phrases 

Paragraph 1:


Topic Sentence:


Background/general information about topic or novel:


Thesis statement:

Paragraph 2:  


Topic sentence:


Two examples from Part 1 and two examples from Part 2. Either comparing one behavior from Part 1 to how the behavior has changed in Part 2 OR Explain two behaviors in Part 1 then two behaviors in Part 2. Ex: Introduce example, give citation, and explain citation.


Closing Sentence wrapping everything up:

